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Required reading 
 
 Selections and assignments will be taken from the following: 
 
 Lobbying and Policymaking: The Public Pursuit of Private Interests 

R. Kenneth Godwin 
Scott Ainsworth 
Erik K. Godwin 

 
This is the assigned text. 
 
For backgound, reference and assistance with your assignments, you may wish to 
consult (but are not required to purchase): 

 
 Rosenthal, The Third House  

Herrnson, ed.,  The Interest Group Connection 
 Wolpe & Levine, Lobbying Congress 
 
  
      * * * * * 
 
 The purpose of this course is to develop a working knowledge of the forces that shape 
state and federal legislation and to explore how those forces are used in the formulation of public 
policy.  We will begin with an overview of the state and federal legislative processes to provide a 
common understanding of the basic rules, procedures and traditions that come into play in the 
development of laws and policies.  There will be a special examination of the role of nonprofit 
entities in this process. 
 
 We will examine problems and processes of interest group interaction with law-making at 
the state and federal levels.  We will rely upon selected readings from Lobbying and 
Policymaking: The Public Pursuit of Private Interests.  Later in the course, we plan to hear 
from at least one lobbyist and one state legislator to gain different perspectives on the materials 
we are covering.  We will also follow legislative activities in the North Carolina General 
assembly as related to our class work and discussions.   



 Given both the size and the subject matter of this class, it will be a goal to have as much 
"roundtable" discussion as possible.  Class participation will greatly enhance the value you 
obtain from this course as well as the grade you receive. 
 
 There will be two required papers for the course.  One will be a short, interim project.  
The second will be a longer report, due at the end of the course.  We will discuss the 
requirements for each paper, and you will be provided details in writing. 
 
 If you have any questions or problems at any point during the session, please do not 
hesitate to call me at my office (336) 378-1870.  You may also use e-mail, and you will get a 
prompt response. 
 
 Additional course information will be distributed at our first class meeting. 



 
 

 
 
Wednesday, May 28, 2003 –  
 
 For our next class meeting, please read the two introductory 
chapter to The Interest Group Connection and chapters 3 and 4.  
Be ready to ask questions and discuss these readings. 
 
 In addition, please bring to the next class (May 28) one 
article, from any reputable source, discussing changes or 
developments in the workings of congress or lobbying practices 
since the 1997 session of congress.  Select a topic of interest to 
you, as this article will be the basis of your short, interim 
project. 
 
 A syllabus will be distributed for the remainder of the 
course on Wednesday, May 28. 
 


